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— Yes it muſt beſo met: ather, I have often ſaid, 


if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me (a) 


— But, as the divine hand ſtill holds it out, I ſub- 


miſhively receive it. Father, not my will but 
* thine be done (b).” Nor will I complain of the 
bitterneſs of the cup. * For I determined this 
with myſclf, that J would not appear amongſt 
you, on this occafion, in heavineſs (c). God 
forbid I thould defire or affect to awaken, much 


17 Matt. xxvi. 39. (») Luke xxii. * 
6) 2 Cor. ii. 1. | | 
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leſs to aggravate, the diftreſs I know the genera- 


lity of you feel. On the contrary, as it has 
been the delightful ſtudy and labour of my life, 
for many years, to promote your religious plea- 
ſure and improvement, ſo I would cloſe my ſer- 


vices amongſt you with a ſincere and upright 
view to your edification. 


There is a paſſage of St. Paul's, which ſtrongly 
expreſſes the irreſiſtible inclination and ſenti- 
ment of my heart toward you, and which there- 


| fore 1 thall make the foundation of my preſent 


addreſs. It is in 


2 LOR, vii It, 1, 13. 


O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, 
our heart is enlarged. Ye are not ftraitened in 
us, but ye are ſtraitened in your own bowels. 
Now for a recompence in the ſame (I ſpeak as 
unto my children) be ye alſo enlarged. 


HIS great Apoſtle, diſtinguiſhed as he was 
both in character and furniture, was fre- 
quently put upon the hard neceſſity of 
vindicating himſelf, not only from the reproaches 
of the world, but, from the cenſures of thoſe who 
had received the Goſpel by his miniftry. He was 
no where put upon this trial more than at Corinth, 
where much oppoſition was made to him, and 
many hard reflections thrown out againſt him. 


Theſe two epiſtles therefore, which he wrote to 


that church, are, more than all his other writings, 
full of ftrong appeals both to God and man for his 
character and behaviour. They abound with de- 
ſcriptions of his labours and ſufferings, which are, 


many of them, wonderfully ſublime. , Sometimes, 


though 


_ 
nn. 


/ 
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. though with apparent reluctance, he is obliged to 


become *© confident in boaſting, to become a fool in 
glory ing (d). At other times he gently reproves 
their faults, and intimates a neceſſity he was under 
of exerting his Apoſtolic authority upon the diſ- 
obedient : but in the mean time he continually in- 

terſperſes the tendereſt expreſſions of parental af- 


fection for them, and employs the moſt moving 


forms of addreſs to win their hearts to him. 
Amongſt theſe the addreſs of the text is admirably 


_ engaging. 


The preceding verſes vindicate his miniſterial 
character, and exhibit an example of Chriſtian 
virtue triumphing in diſtreſs, with a ſimplicity, an 
energy, an eloquence, perhaps not to be paralleled 
in the world. His heart being thus enlarged, pours - 
out a torrent of affection upon them — O ye Co- 
© rinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart 
* 1s enlarged — Ye are not rache in us — q. d. 
You have me devoted to your ſervice with all my 
powers, in every thing that may promote your 
comfort and improvement. The N return the 
Apoſtle wiſhed for, in recompence of his affection, 
was, that their hearts might be enlarged toward 


him, ſo as to receive, with filial temper and duty, 


his paternal inſtructions to their own comfort and 
everlaſting well-being. Their happineſs being the 
beſt reward of his affection and labours for them. 


And theſe, brethren, are my unfeigned ſenti- 
ments towards you. My mouth is indeed now 
clofing in filence amongſt you, but my heart is en- 
larged — with the beſt withes for you — and all the 
recompence ] deſire is, that you alſo would be en- 


(4) 2 Cor. xii. 11. 1 
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4 ] 
larged to receive, with a candid temper, thoſe ad-. 


vices, upon which your well-being greatly depends, 
and which I ſhall now leave with you: upon the 


Cloſe of which I ſhall take my leave of you, and 


with my laſt words leave my whole heart amongſt 


'you. 


To begin then : let me give vent to the beſt 
withes of my heart for you, and the enlarged de- 
fires I have for your happineſs. I wiſh you indeed 
every bleſſing — every good thing. And was I 
under no reſtraint, I ſhould enlarge on this head 
alone beyond your time. But to aſſiſt your me- 


mory in recollecting, I ſhall confine myſelf to the 


following particulars. And in the 


Firſt place, I moſt fincerely wiſh that the mi- 


niſter who ſucceeds me among you may be a bleſ- 


ſing to you. May God direct your choice and 
bleſs you in it. May he give you a Paſtor after 
* his own heart who ſhall feed you with Know- 
* ledge and underſtanding (e) — One poſſeſſed 
of a large ſtore of intellectual and ſacred furniture 
—a ſoul improved and matured by ſtudy, ex- 


perience and divine illamination. May he be an 


Apollos, © mighty in the Scriptures (F) * an able 
* miniſter of the New Teſtament (g).“ When he 


appears amongſt you, may he ever come in the 


* fulneſs of the bleſfing of the Goſpel of Chriſt (A). 
May God give him the tongue of the learned to 
* ſpeak a word always in ſeaſon (7) - that divine 
eloquence, as well as divine truth, may ever reign 
upon his tongue — may he be clothed with the 
* falvation of our God (.“ May he conduct your 


(e) Jer. iii. 15, (J) Adds, xviii. 24. oy 2 Toe! 
Il, 9 (k) Rom. i 29. * 
cxxxli. 9. 


devotion 


E 
devotion under the influence of the * ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication „);“ and ever preſent your 
prayers, interceſſions and thankſgivings (m) with 
inſpired copiouſneis, propriety and fervor. May 
divine love reign in his heart, and comtrain him to 
long after your falvation in the bowels of our 
Lord Jcfus Chriſt ();“ and © willingly to impart 
not only the Goſpel of God, but tis own foul alſo 
in ſincere affection for you (0). As the © ftew- 
ard of God may he be wile and faithful (), 
* withholding nothing that is profitable to you (9), 
nor © ſhunning to declare to you the whole council 
of God (r) May he be a fon of thunder () to 
the impenitent guilty —a ſon of conſolation () to 
the afflicted —and a man of God to you all. In 
all his intercourſe with you may he be an ex- 
* ample to believers in word, in converſation, in 
charity, in faith, in purity ().“ May every grace 
adorn his character, and every giit recommend his 
ſervices among you. And may the bleſſing of God 
always attend him — guide his meditations — in- 
ſpire his diſcourſcs —ſucceed his endeavours — and 
comfort his heart. In a word, may the great Re- 
deemer, why holds the ſtars in his right hand (9, 
grant you a large and bright conftellation to ſhine 
among you. Such a fucceſſor, brethren, will 
make my ſeparation a bleſſing to JO U, and afford 
ME unfeigned joy. For this cauſe, therefore, 
I bow my knee before God the father of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt (c) — © that the God of the ſpirits 
of all fleſh would ſet ſuch a man over the congre- 
* gation (0), who ſhall ſerve you with an affection 


(1) Zech. xii. 10. (m) 1 Tim. ii. 1. (1) Phil. 
i. 8. (2) 1 Theſſ. ii. 8. Þ) 1 Cor. iv. 2. 
te., - (r) 1d. ib. 17. ) Mark iii. 17. 
(2) Acts, iv. 36. (u) 1 Tim. iv. 12. (ww) Rev. i. 
. (x) Eph. iii. 14. ( y) Num, xxVIi. 16. 


equal 


{ 6] 


equal to that I feel for you, with far ſuperior abi- 
lity and m4 2 glorious ſucceſs. 


IT. May the preſence of God and his bleſſing ſtill 
crown your aſſemblies, when I am no more among 


you. The comfort, the uſefulneſs, and the honour 


of your aſſemblies depend upon this. Paul may 
plant, and Apollos water, God only can give the 
« increaſe (z).' And God, I truſt, will be with 
you. It is my hope, as well as my prayer, for you. 
The churches of God have formerly ſeen his glory 
and felt his power amongſt them. Glorious things 
have been done by the Chriſtian miniſtry, © the 
Lord working with his ſervants (a).“ Little of 
this indeed is at preſent, or has been lately known : 
— but, may it be happily renewed in your expe- 


. rience, May God return to his houſe and bleſs 


you, and make you joyful therein (b). May a 
preſent God bow the hearts of finners before him. 
May his word fall upon their conſciences with de- 


monſtration and with power (c); that the converts 


of Chriſt may be as the drops of dew in the morn- 


ing (d), and he gloriouſly triumph in the cauſe of 


meekneſs, truth and righteouſneſs (e). May your 
miniſter never feel the heart-aches I have had for 
finners unimpreſſed by the terrors of the Lord — 
never ſhed the tears I have done in ſecret, before 
God, over thoſe who have ſinned and not repent- 
ed (F) — never have cauſe to lament his labouring 
in vain (g). But — may every returning ſabbath 
improve upon the preceding, in the glory and pow- 
erful effects of God's preſence with you, that this 
ſacred place may be really, as well as nominally, 


(2) 1 Cor. iii. 6. (a) Mark xvi. 20. (5) If. 
Ivi. 7. (c) 1 Cor. ii. 4. £4) PLEX: $- 
(e) Pſ. xlv. 4. en. ii.. (g) II. 
xlix. 4. i = 


the 
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* the houſe of God and the gate of heaven to 
* you (h).” | 


III. This alſo 1 wiſh, even your 1 rfection (7). 
Your improvement in knowledge, holineſs, joy and 
uſefulneſs. * May the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus, the Father of Glory, give you the 
* ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge 
of himſelf (k) — that ye may approve things 

© that are excellent — be ſincere and without of- 
* fence till the day of Chriſt (). May the God of 
all grace, who hath called us to eternal glory b 
Chriſt Jeſus, make you perfect, ſtablith, ſtrength- 
en, ſettle you (m). Yea, the very God of peace 
ſanctify you wholly : and I pray God your whole 
ſpirit, and ſoul and body be preſerved blameleſs 
unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (2). 
Such prayers abound very much in the Apoſtolic 
writings. They breathe the genuine ſpirit of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. I would feel the ſentiment of 
_ every word of them in my addreſſes to God for 
you; * labouring fervently for you in prayers, that 
ye may ſtand perfect and compleat in all the will 
of God (o) — that you may have all joy and 
peace in believing ().“ May live the honour- 
able, the uſeful, the joyful life of Chriſtians, and 
have an * abundant entrance into the kingdom and 


glory of our Lord (9). 


IV. May proſperity attend you in every reſpect. 
May you be honourable in the eyes of all men, and 
eſteemed amongſt the churches of Chriſt. May 


the Lord add to you daily ſuch as thall be ſaved (H. 


(kh) Gen. xxviii. 17, () 2 Cor. xiii. 9. ( Eph. 
„ J) Phil. i. 10. (m) 1 Pet. v. 10. (x) 1 Theſſ. 
"ES 2 (o) Col. iv. 12. () Rom, xv. 13. 
Gra i. In, (r) Acts, xi. 47. 
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1 
The Lord increaſe you more and more (). May 
his bleſſing enter into your families. May your 
houſes be nurſeries of piety, and ſcenes of domeſtic 
happineſs. Bleffed in every relation, and every 
relative be a bleſſing. May God take pleafure in 
your proſperity ); and rejoyce over you to do 
you good (). Give you all things richly to enjoy 
for life and godlineſs too ( . May health, peace 
and plenty, in every uſeiul and defirable degree, 
ever attend yon. I he Lord be with you and bleſs 


you in your going out and coming 1n, and in all 


that you ſet your hands unto (x). The precious 
things of heaven, and the precious things of the 
earth, with the fulneſs thereof (y), and the good 
will of him that dwelt in the buth (z) ever dwell 
with you. And in every affliction, may the eter- 
nal God be your refuge, and underneath you his 
_ everlaſting arms (a). 


Theſe, my brethren, are my ſincere wiſhes for 


* my heart is thus cnlarged toward you. 
ow let me 


Remind you of the only recompence I wiſh from 


you in return. Be ye alſo enlarged. With a 


candid and affectionate temper, receive the exhor- 
tations and inftructtions ,1 would now leave with 
you. Theſe exhortations reſpect your conduct 
toward your minifter — toward one another as a 
Chriſtian ſociety — and toward the world about 
you. | 


With reſpe& to your future miniſter, whoever 


(s) Pf. cxv. 14. () Pf. xxxv. 27, () Deut, 
xxviii. 63. (w) 1 Tim. vi. 17. *) Deut. xxvili. 
6, 8. (5) Ib. xxxiii, 13, 106. () Ib. ver. 16, 


(a) Ib. ver. 27. bs 


Lo 


he may be, allow me to be his advocate. Re- 
member, in general, it is not a trifling thing how 
the miniſters of Chriſt are received amongſt you. 
If they are faithful and upright men (and only 
ſuch are in reality the miniſters of Chrift) © God | 
* whom they ſerve in the Goſpel of his Son (0), 
is intereſted in your behaviour toward them. He 
© that receives you, ſays Chriſt, © receives me, and 
he that receives me, receives him that ſent me (c). 
Allow me therefore to ſpeak freely on a ſubject of 
ſo much importance to YOU, and where there 
can be no ſuſpicion that I am pleading for M Y- 


(1) Attend the public worſhip with diligence, 
A cuſtomary negle&t, or inconſtant attendance, 
which generally ariſe from an indiſpoſed heart, are 
an high contempt of the preſence and ordinances * 
of God — are acts of cruelty to our own fouls — 
afford a bad example to the riſing generation, and 
have an ill aſpect upon the future. But it is chiefly 
for your miniſter's ſake I now plead for this dili- 
gence. His labour and ſtudy in preparing for 
your entertainment and improvement, are ill re- 
paid by an inconſtant and ſeldom attendance. If 
his heart is with you, it will grieve him. The 
moſt friendly and reſpeAful behaviour, and the 
moſt generous liberality, will not recompenſe a 
faithful miniſter if his labours are not accepted and 
diligently attended to. A cold and thin auditory, 
out of ſo large a congregation, will chill his blood, 
diſpirit him, probably weaken his abilities, and cer- 
tainly diſcourage his heart. But 


(b) Rom. i. 3. (c) Matt. x. 40. 
„% as 
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(2) Attend his miniſtrations with candor. B 


candor I mean not merely a charitable judgment, 


and friendly acceptance of your miniſter's per- 
formances; but a mind open to conviction and in- 
ſtruction: that attends the worthip of God, not 
from curioſity or unmeaning cuſtom, but with a 
fingic view to know what God thall ſay, and to 
improve by the worthip of his houſe. Pray for 


this 1pirit, and watch over 458 hearts to preſerve 


it. Let your miniiter ſee that you are diſpoſed to 
make all allowances for temporary indiſpoſitions 
and the infirmities of humanity — and that you at- 
tend his labours for the ſame end for which he 
preaches — to the glory of God, and the good of 

our ſouls. T his will make his ſervice pleaſant to 
bimſcif and uſcful to you. And | 


(3) See to it that you do indeed improve by 
his miniſtry. It will be your own advantage, 
but therein it will be your miniſter's joy. For 


what can be his © hope, his joy on earth, or his 


crown hereafter (d), but your edification and 
falvation, If he labours in vain, his work will 


lie heavy upon his hands, the burden will be 


intolerable to his heart. To be unſucceſsful in 
any thing upon which we have beſtowed much 
labour, is difagreeable; in the Chriſtian mini- 
ſtry it is diſtreſſing. If you would make your 
miniſter happy, ſee that you improve under 


his miniſtrations. He cannot be happy without 


this. Nay, while he ſees many of you ſecure in 


your fins, many formal, many declining from the 
Chriſtian temper and practice, the more he loves 
you the more he will be diſtreſſed by you. If he 


(a) 1 Thefl, ii, 19. | 
Ws faithfully 


BOY 
* 2 


[ 11 


faithfully delivers his own ſoul and keeps clear of 
your blood (e), yet it will embitter his life to anti- 
cipate, with fear, that day when he muſt bear his 
teſtimony againſt you. But, on the other hand, 
how eaſy will be his labours! how light his ſor- 
rows! how chearful his heart! to ſerve not only a 
friendly and grateful, but an improving people — 
to ſee © the pleaſure of the Lord proſper in his 
hands ( —<« ſaving many ſouls from death (g). 
and building up believers on their moſt holy 
faith (2).“ That it may be ſo 


(4) Pray for your miniſter. Pray much ſor 
him. In proportion to the frequency and fervor 
of your prayers may you expect his comfort, and 
your improvement by him. St. Paul, in all his 
epiſtles, begs, and begs earneſtly, for the prayers of 
Chriſtians. And if thoſe inſpired preachers thought 
it ſo needful for them, how much more ſo is it to 
the miniſters of the preſent day ? Or, how little 
good can be expected without it? Your miniſter, 
if he knows the nature of his office and work, will 
think thoſe his beſt friends who moſt affectionately 
improve their intereſt with God for his uſcfulneſs. 


(5) Contribute handſomely to his ſupport. Re- 
member the ordinance of God, and obſerve it — 
* that they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of 
the Goſpel (i) The miniſters of Chriſt will not 
make this the motive of their diligence, nor the re- 
ward of their labour. And if you have the ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity you will not confider it as fuch : 
but as a grateful acknowledgment both to God and 
man, for the richer bleſſings of the-Goſpel miniſtry 
. beſtowed upon you. L A 


(e) Acts, xx. 26. () If. Iii. 10. (zg) Jam. v. 20. 
I) Jude, ver. 30. (7) 1 Cor. ix. 14. | 
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The manner in which your minifters are ſup» 
ported, by voluntary contributions, is in itſelf the 
moſt rational and Chriſtian; and by far the moſt 
eligible to a generous mind. But, as every good 
thing is liable to abuſe, and every advantage has 
its inconvenience, ſo in this. A diſregard to re- 
ligion, in ſome perſons, may make them look upon 
the ſupport of miniſters as a uſeleſs expence. 
Some, from a meanneſs of ſpirit, will regard their 
miniſters as ſervile dependents. While others 


_ ungenerouſly confider every exhibition as acts of 


charity to a neceſſitous man. Avoid this ſpirit : 
and know it only to abhor it. Your miniſters, 
from their education and furniture, might ſurely 
expect, as well as others, the advantages of more 

rofitable employment of their talents in the world, 
But their lives and labours are devoted to your 


ſervice; ſo that by a mere civil and equitable 
right, they may juitly claim a ſupport equal to 


their ſtation and your ability. But, in a Chriſtian 
view, —* if they have ſown to you ſpiritual things, 
you ought to be ſenfible of the obligation of grati- 
tude that lies upon you, and that it is no © great 


matter, that, in return, they reap a bare ſubſiſt - 


* enc2 out of your carnal things (&), Once more 
with reſpect to your miniſter ; | 


(6) Be tender of his reputation, and ſtand by 
him and ſupport him, if injured. Honour,Your- 
ſelves before all men by a decent and reſpectful be- 
haviour, if you would wiſh to have him eſteemed 
and in reputation. As it ſhould be a motive to 
watchfulneſs in miniſters, that many eyes are upon 
them: ſo it ſhould engage their people to be care- 
ful, candid and reſpectful in every thing that con- 
(k) 1 Cor, ix, 11, | 
| CErns 


3 
ecrns them. Character and uſefulneſs are tender 
things. To a faithful miniſter they are more va- 
luable than life. Yet nothing more precarious | — 
nothing ſooner loſt! "The dignity of the miniſte- 
rial character is ſuch, that when humanity is in- 
vyeſted with it, all its weakneſſes are expoſed to view 

— the glory of the character being above the abi- 
lity of nature, though aſſiſted by grace. Prophets 
and Apoſtles were men of like paſſions with your- 
ſelves (). And the failings of the moſt eminent of 
them are left upon record, by divine appointment, 
as warnings; and as preſervatives from deſpair. 
At the beſt, therefore, while you have mortal men 
to miniſter to you in the things of God, you muſt 
expect to find them encompaſſed with infirmi- 
* ties (n).“ Infirmities, which you will ſee in 2 
ſtronger light, and which they will more ſenfibl 
feel from the very nature of their office. | 

And befides this, miniſters muſt expect to bear 
their thare, —a peculiar thare of reproach. It is 
well if it does not break their hearts (7) ! — nothing 
more ſenſibly wounds an ingenuous mind — or 
ſooner breaks up a manly and a Chriftian ſpirit — 
et to this trial the miniſters of the Goſpel are pe- 
culiarly expoſed. Look to the divine authof of 
our ſacred inftitution, and obſerve his extreme ſuf- 
ferings on this head — © And if they called the ma- 
* ſter of the houſe Beelzebub (), what may his ſer- 
vants expect? Our Apoftle tells you, juſt before 
the text, that he and his brethren paſſed through 
diſhonour, as well as honour ; through * evil,” as 
well as good report — the moſt upright men in the 
world, yet, treated as © deccivers!' How then can 


) Acts, xiv. 8. [() Heb. v. 2. () Pf. Ixix, 
20, (% Matt. x. 25. 


ſucceeding 
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ſucceeding miniſters, with meaner characters, ex- 
pect to eſcape? Indeed the more diſtinguiſned 
they are, either for ability, or fidelity, the more 
they will be expoſed to envy. Under theſe diſad- 
vantagcs, my brethren, conſider yourſelves as pro- 
tectors, under God, of your miniſter's character. 
You are not obliged to vindicate any thing cri- 
minal in him. No; every thing really fo, reſent 
as peculiarly atrocious in him. But you are ſurely 
obliged not to aggravate the frailties of humanity : 
or cafily credit, much leſs infinuate and report, un- 
handſome and reproachful things concerning him. 
If you have any regard for the honour of God and 
religion, and the good of mens fouls, you will ſee 
the importance of that Apoſtolic injunftion — 
* Againſt an elder receive not an accuſation, but 
before two or three witneſſes (). * Offences 
will come (q). And where miniſters are depend- 
ent upon their people, it is almoſt impoſſible to 
avoid it on many occaſions. St. Paul found ſome 
© who the more he loved them, loved him the 
© leſs () '—Some, who once would have plucked 
_ © out their eyes for him, that became his enemies 
only becauſe he told them the truth (s).” But as 
it is every man's duty, and intereſt too, to ſupport 
a ene innocence and truth, wherever it is found. 
ſo a ſociety of Chriſtians are under peculiar obli- 
gations to it with reſpect to their miniſter, 


It is with a great deal of freedom and pleaſure, 
brethren, I ſay theſe things to you; not only from 
a perſuaſion of their truth and great importance, 
but from the aſſurance I have of your diſpoſition 
to regard them, and receive them well from me. 


1 Tim. v. 19. (4 Matt, xviii. 7. (r) 2 Cor. 
1 6 Gal. iv. Ig, 16. 
Make 
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Make your miniſter but as happy as I have been 


for many years among you, and he will be happy 
indeed. With the ſame cordial friendſhip and 
defire of your welfare let me alſo addreſs you 
upon the ſubject of your temper and behaviour 


toward one another as a Chriftian ſociety. Your' 


honour and your happineſs. greatly depend upon 
this. And I thall think myſelf happy if I may, in 
any mcaſure, contribute thereto by the following 


(1) Let the law of love reign in your hearts and 
lives as well as upon your tongues. I have lately 


explained and recommended at large to you the 


nature and fruits of Chriſtian benevolence. The 
thirteenth chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the Corin- 


thians, upon which thoſe diſcourſes were founded, 
may renew them upon your minds, and farther 
teach you how the love of Chriſtians ought to be 


expreſſed. Without thoſe expreſſions of it, tis in 
vain to pretend to it. And religion — Chriſtianity, 
is nothing without love. Sounding braſs, or a 


tinkling cymbal ().“ Love and peace are glo- 


rious topics. And the Goſpel of Chriſt furniſhes a 
ſmooth tongue with the fineſt things in the world 
to ſay upon theſe heads. But, my brethren, *© love 


not in word and in tongue, but in deed and in 


truth (2). 


(2) Guard againſt all partiality in 5 judg- 
ment and conduct one toward another. God is 
no reſpecter of perſons (w),” nor can he be; as 
all partiality includes injuſtice to one perſon, and 


an unworthy ſubjection of mind to another. This 


00 1 Cor. xi. 1. («) 1 Joh. ii: 1. (u) Acts, 
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vice of the mind is ſeldom viewed in its true light. 
It is almoſt every where, and in all men, exceeding 
prevalent — criminal in all — and moſt unbecom- 
ing in Chriſtians. I would guard you againſt it. 
A peculiarity of affection, where it is due, either 
by relation or diſtinguiſhed worth, and a reſpectful 
attention to the diſtinctions in civil life, are not 
chargeable with partiality. Every man has his 
rights either as a man or a Chriſtian: truth and ju- 


ſtice, and an unprejudiced candid judgment of their 


words and actions, are due to all, and ſhould be 
rendered without fear or favour; and eſpecially in 
the matters of our God, where religion is concern- 
ed, reſpect of perſons, intereſted influence and 
affection ſhould have no place. The law of Chrift 
is the rule of a Chriſtian ſociety,» and if we judge 
and act with reſpect to one another, otherwiſe than 
by that rule, it is partiality, from whatever influ- 
ence it proceeds. Let not this vice therefore be 
known amongſt you. In every thing that concerns 

you as a Chriſtian ſociety, ſtudy the will of Chriſt 

Don't make his law fignify one thing to one 
Chriſtian and ſomething different to another. But 


interpret ſincerely, judge without prejudice, and 


att without fear. 


(3) Keep your communion pure. The Chri- 
ſtian fellowſhip, founded in the communion of the 
body and blood of Chriſt, is the moſt ſacred thing 


in the world. To preſerve the honour, and pro- 


mote the beneficial purpoſes of this inftitution, you 
have many excellent rules and inſtructions in the 
ſacred volume. Amongſt theſe inſtructions, you 
are particularly admoniſhed to be watchful over 
the Chriſtian behaviour of each other, that if any 
man be overtaken in a fault he may be reſtored 


in 
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ay 


in the ſpirit of meekneſs (x). If any offence is 
given, you are required to uſe all private means of 
accommodation before complaints are made pub- 
lic (y). You muſt not ſuffer fin to reſt upon your 
brother, it is deemed hating him, you ſhall in any 
wiſe reprove him (z). You are to warn the un- 
ruly (a) — to note them who walk diforderly () 


to reject the vicious and profane c), and have no 


communion with thoſe who diſhonour a Chriſtian 
profeſſion (d). Yet, if your brother repent, you 
ſhall forgive him (e) — confirm your love to him, 


and reſtore him to your communion (f). In the 


practice of theſe things the purity of the Chriſtian 
church confiſtss Duly and impartially obferve 
them, © without preferring one before another (g), 
and your fellowſhip will be honourable before men, 
and edifying to yourſelves. On the other hand 


(4) Take care of unreaſonable and unfcriptural 
ſtiffneſs in your communion. Strange as it may 
ſeem, an utter relaxation in ſome things, and ſtiff 
ſeverity in others, are not unfrequently united, and 
are equally injurious to the Chriſtian church. Be 
ſtri-t and careful in obſerving the conduct, and re- 
proving the diſorders - of your communicating 
members, but make no unſcriptural conditions of 
communion. You have indeed a natural and 
{criptural right to judge of the profeſſion that any 
perſon makes, who offers himſelf to communion 
with you, whether it be a credible profeſſion or no. 
And I know not that you are tied up from uſing 
any prudential means of enquiry for ſatisfaction, 


provided they are uſed with a candid, modeſt and 


(*) Gal. vi. 1. ( 92 Matt. xviii. 15. (2) Levit. 
Kix. 1). (a) 1 Theſſ. v. 14. (5) 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, 
(c) 1 Cor. v. 13. (d) Eph. v. 11. (e) Luk. xvii. 
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charitable ſpirit. The rule of Chriſt is, by their 
fruits you thall know them (½). And an exem- 
plary life and converſation, ſuch as © becomes the 
* Goſpel of Chriſt (i),“ is, after all, the moſt certain 
evidence of the ſincerity of our faith. Every fin- 
cere Chriſtian, whoſe profeſſion is thus ſupported, 
has a right to communion in the Lord's ſupper ; 
and is indeed under the obligation of a poſitive 
command to attend it. Be careful therefore that 
you lay no ſtumbling- block in the way of modeſt, 
upright ſouls. But with open arms and affection- 
ate hearts receive thoſe, you have reaſon to believe 


are the diſciples of Chriſt, upon the terms he has 
received them (H. | 


(5) Thoroughly underſtand your own prin- 
ciples as Proteſtant Diſſenters, and act confiſtently 
upon them. Your leading principle is religious 
liberty. You claim a right of judging for your- 
ſelves, and a liberty of acting according to that 
judgment. Religion is, upon your principles, a 
perſonal thing; and a Chriſtian church, compoted 
of voluntary members, every one of which has a 
natural right of chuſing for himſelf to what mi- 
niſtry he thall truſt the improvement of his mind 
and the care of his foul. Theſe are your prin- 
ciples: and through the indulgence of an equita- 
ble and merciful government, you enjoy all the li- 
berty you claim or defire; and, through the can- 
dor of our brethren of the eſtabliſhed church, upon 
the moſt eaſy and friendly terms. Make it evi- 
dent then, that theſe are your real principles, by 
acting confiſtently upon them. Allow to others, 
over whom you claim no authority, the liberty 
you claim for yourſelves. Guard againſt all ap- 


(1) Matt. vii, 16. (i) Phil. i. 27, (4) Rom. xv. 7. 
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pearances of an impoſing, oppreſſive ſpirit. And 
while the magiſtrate condeſcends to exempt you 
from an authority which he excrciſcs over others, 
do you carefully avoid all approaches to an uſur- 
pation among yourſelves over the liberties of 
others. Let this be your conduct one towards an- 
bother, as a Chriſtian ſociety. Let me drop a hint 
or two alſo concerning your bchaviour as Chri- 
ſtians, to all men in general. 


Every man owes a duty to the public, to all men 
with whom he converſes. And thote who make a 
diftinguiihing profeſſion of religion are brought 
under peculiar obligations thereby. Let me there- 
fore recommend it to you | 


(1) To maintain a candor of temper and beha- 
viour towards other Chriftians who differ from you. 
The differences amongſt Chriſtians are often 1ma- 
gined to be much greater than they are. And 
thoſe who leaſt underſtand what the difference is, 
are generally the moſt poſitive and unfriendly, 
But, let the differences be what they will, thoſe who 
claim a liberty of judging for themlelves, ſhould 
be examples of candor toward thoſe from whom 
they differ. This is perfectly confiſtent with the 
moſt ſteady attachment to what we apprehend to 
be the truth, and the warmeſt Chriſtian zcal for 
its ſupport. The truth muſt be maintained in 
love. Let this ſpirit always appear in you towards 
your conforming brethren. Let it appear that you 
tincerely reſpect the diſciples of Chriſt as ſuch, 
though they worlhip God under outward forms 
different from what you moſt approve. And al- 
ways pay a reſpectful deference to eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms, though not to be regarded as of divine 
inſtitution, | 

1FS$ (2) Make 
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(2) Make conſcience of the duty you owe to 
your fellow-creatures, as well as of your duty to 
God. Remember the authority of God's law is 
the ſame in both; and that the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt increaſes our obligations to every good word 
and work (J). Honour, therefore, your Chriſtian 
profeſſion before all men. Labour to fill up every 
relation of life with its proper duties: and adorn 
the doctrine of God your Saviour in all things (). 
The grace of God muſt teach you to live ſoberl 4 


and righteouſly as well as godly ().“ * Spea 


* evil of no man (o). — Bridle your tongue, that 
your religion may not be reproached as vain (p). 
— Abhor all kind of calumny, evil ſurmiſings and 
falſhood ; and * let integrity and uprightneſs ever 
* preſerve you (q).' Provide things honeſt in the 
fight of all men (7). — Render to all their 


due ().“ Let your word be your oath — and 


your promiſe a known ſecurity to all men. * Ren- 
der to no man evil for evil; but, contrariwiſe, 
# bleffing (7).'—* As much as lieth in you, live 
5 peaceably with all men (%.“ Be pitiful to the 
diſtreſſed, courteous (w), and reſpectful to all. In 


a word, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 


things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, what- 
ſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good report, if 
there be any virtue, if there be any praiſe, think 
of theſe things (x). And once more 


( Do all the good you Can. —_ to be 
uſeful to all around you. You are the diſciples of 


(1) 2 Theſſ. ii. 17. - (m) Tit. ii. 10. (u) Ib. ver. 11, 
(o)3Jam. iv. 11, ()) Ib. i. 26. J) Pf. xxv. 21. 
(r) Rom. xil. 17, (6) Ib. xiii. 7. () 1 Pet. iii. 9, 
(u) Rom. xil. 18, (w) 1 Pet. ili. 8, (x) Phil. 
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Chriſt, who went about doing good G). Be 
ready therefore, as you have opportunity, to ex- 
preſs a Chriſtian benevolence in offices of friend- 
| thip and humanity. Improve your talents and 
your intereſt both with God and man for uſeful- 
neſs to others. So ſhall you be the children of 
your Father in Heaven (2), who is good to all, and 
whoſe mercies are over all his works (a). 


Thus, my brethren, you have my beſt wiſhes 
for you, and — my LAST inſtructions to you. — 
Painful as it is to me to pronounce that word, it 
will more than relieve me if you kindly receive 
them, and conſcientiouſly obſerve them. And I 
beſeech you, by the conſolations of Chriſt, fulfil 
this my joy (b). And may I not expect this argu- 
ment will have ſome weight with you — with a 
people, who have always hitherto been grateful and 
affectionate with a unanimity almoſt beyond ex- 
ample? Yes, my brethren, I feel myſelf under 
an agreeable neceſſity, upon the cloſe of my mi- 
niſtry among you, of bearing this public teſtimony 
to your candor and friendſhip toward me, and of 
returning you the fincere expreſſions of my gra- 
titude for it. This has greatly promoted the plea- 
ſure of my ſervices among you; except, that the 
deep impreſſions of the obligation you laid me un- 
der, made the ſenſe of my inability to ſerve you as 
i would, often very painful to me. Yet, to the 
utmoſt of my capacity, I have ſerved you with af- 
fectionate diligence and zeal. All that I am and 
have, for Chriſt's ſake, has been devoted to you. 
And in the many painful aflitions with which 
Providence has exerciſed me, during my conti- 


(5 Acts, x. 38. (2) Matt. v. 45. (a) Pf. cxlv. 
9, t. ö 
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- nuance with you, I have withed to ſuffer as well as 


labour for you, and that your comfort and ſalva- 


tion might be promoted thereby. I have lived 


for you, and always withed to die amongſt you — 


Often pleated with the thought, that my laſt breath 


thould be employed for you, and might be uſeful 
to you. But —the great diſpoſcr of all events 
has otherwiſe determined. And, with reſpect to 
his over-ruling hand, it becomes us to ſubmit pa- 
tiently : and even without complaints of thoſe who 
have been the cauſe of this painful ſeparation. The 
cauſe is not in me — I appeal to God, and all 
men who know the truth — Receive my apology, 
brethren — © I have wronged no man, I have de- 
frauded no man, I have coveted no man's filver 
© or gold or apparel (c). God is witneſs, and you 
© alſo (d), that I have ſerved you with a diſintereſt- 
ed zeal. And though your liberality has been 
great, and meaſured, not by my ſervices, but your 


own generoſity and Chriſtian ſympathy, you will 


readily believe, I have not made a gain of you, nor 
been enriched by you. And this, brethren, pain- 
ful as it may be in ſome views, 1s, in others, an un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction to me, that I caſt myſelf for 


futurity upon the care of an indulgent providence, 


and an all-ſufficicnt God. 


To the fame God I moſt affectionately commend 
you — Excuſe me, if a wounded heart pours out 


too many ſtreams of tenderneſs upon you — I will 
reſtrain it all I can — I will confine you in ſo un- 
eaſy a ſituation no longer — 1 will let you go 
Only one admonition — one bleſſing more, and, — 
we part — Remember, the account is not finally 
ſettled between us, till — the judgment-day. There 


(c) 2 Cor. vii. 2. (4) 1 Theſſ. ii. 10, 


We 
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we ſhall meet again. Oh! how ſhall T bear to hear 
the ſentence of eternal ſeparation pronounced upon 
any of you, who have been my hearers ! How thall I 
bear to give in evidence againſt you! God forbid it! 
Many of you, I truſt, will be my joy — May many 
be the joy of other miniſters ! And every foul of 
ou enter into the joy of your Lord! O! ha 
day! till then—farewel—Farewel, this ſacred deſk, 
in which I have ſpent the happieſt hours of my 
life! Farewel, my dear charge! —May the great 
ſhepherd and bithop of ſouls take you under his 
all-ſufficient and gracious care. Now our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and given us everlaſting 
* conſolation and good hope through grace, com- 
fort your hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good 
word and work (e).“ Amen. 


(e) 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 17. 
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